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Letter from the Hacvus, q 1 
ON THE ; | | 


Earl of Cheſter fields Embaſſy and Suce | = 
ceſs, and the Emperor's Death; 


Wherein the late Change in our Miniſtry, 5 
the preſent Views and Intereſts of the 5 
Powers of Europe, and of the Empire 
particularly; and the Strength and Weak- | 
neſs of France and her Enemies, are con- 
6 wang in a new but natural Light, 
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Letter from the Hague, &c. 
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O U have ſent us an Am- 
of baſlador Extraordinary, the 
Ib Ts moſt likely to anſwer the 
ESR Views of your Court you 
ba could poſſibly pitch upon. 
His Politeneſs, Affability, 
and other amiable Qualities render him a- 
greeable to all Ranks of our People ; but 
his known cw. 1 Ay Love of his Coun- 
try recommend him particularly to our 
8 42 Stateſ- 
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Stateſmen, who have look'd with a more 
favourable Eye than uſual on your Cabinet, 
ſince the late Change in your Miniſtry. + 

We believe, and J hope we are not miſ- 
taken, that your Syſtem of Politics is al- 
ter d, on a Suppoſition that the New- 
comers had ſtipulated for a Change of 
Meaſures before they would conſent to 
ſhare in the Adminiſtration. Nor are we 
leſs perſuaded that thoſe of the Miniſtry 
who are join'd with them, did very wil- 
lingly concur in ſuch a Preliminary, be- 
lieving it- conducive to the Glory of the 
Prince, and Intereſt of their Country. In 
a Word, we Hollanders look upon your 
preſent Miniſtry as a natural and well- 
connected Work. which promiſes Solidity 
and Duration. 

Some of its Individuals perhaps may have 
different Notions as to the Forms of Go- 
vernnient and religious Worſhip ; but from 
what we can learn of their political Te- 
nets; and let me tell you that our Infor- 
mations from England ſeldom are Errone- 
ous, they have all the ſame Views, with 

regard to Mot her- Land, an Epithet, which, 
vou know, we Dutchmen, by way of Ex- 
cellence, chuſe to beſtow on our Native 
„„ 
We have eyer look d upon your Inte- 
reſt and our own as Inſeparable, with re- 
gard to Religion and Equality of Power in 
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Europe : And if our Politics have not 
always appear'd to you to be conſiſtent with 
that blended Intereft, be. aſſured that the 
Variation was rather on your Side than 
ours. Whenever we found your Cabinet 
influenc'd by an Intereſt not truly Britiſb, 
we have altered our Meaſures, and pro- 
bably not altogether to the Gouſt of the 
Engliſh Nation in General, without con- 
fidering that the falſe Conduct of their 
own Superiors had occaſiond the Varia- 
tion they diſreliſh d. Sit 

Need I point out to you, who have fs 
long oppos'd and condemn'd the Meaſures 
of your Cabinet, the Rectitude of our 
Conduct in not co-operating with its vague 
and fluctuating Schemes for many Years 
paſt? Whenever we can perceive the true 
Intereſt of England purſued by your Mi- 
niſtry, we never fail co-operating with 
them with all Willingneſs and Cordiality. 
Therefore, if we ſeem' d ſometimes to be 


les Plant and Tractable, it was becauſe 


we conceiv d your Politics to have been bi- 
aſs d by ſome 3 Intereſt. And, Sir, allow 
me to aſſure you that we, on this Side the 
Water, extend our Reflection to the per- 
ſonal Character of your Miniſters. Thoſe 
famed for Honour, Virtue, and Probity, 


in private Life, ſeldom fail of making 


good. Miniſters ; and why? but becauſe e- 
very honeſt Man muſt love his Country and 


the 
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the: Community that is, be a Patriot, 
and he who is 10 wil never or much 
leſs purſue Meafures e 0 what he 


loyes. oy 
\Mhodever mis) n Men of this a- 


miadle Caſt at the Head of your Affairs, 


we have willingly fuffer'd ourſelves to be 


guided by your Maxis. We have truſt- 


ed to your Wiſdom, and aided = with 
our” Power. In chert, we rely d off — 

Conduct, and counted upon dur Safety" 
while you conducted, on a Suppoſition, 
which "all conſiderate Dutchmen incline 
to, that he who is a a Nee muſt 


| be a Friend to Holland. 


At laſt then, Sir, ve the, or flatter our- 
ſelves we do, ſuch Men in your preſent 
Adminiſtration as are thoſe Friends a Hol- 
land, which the true Intereſt of their own 
Country directs them to be. We have 
ſerutinia d the particular Characters of the 
Principals: of your Miniſtry, and perſuade 
ourſelves we ſee ſo great a Fund of good 
Senſe and Probity among them, as promi- 
ſes that they never can be at a Loſs in di- 
ſtinguiſhing the true from the falſe Inte- 
reſt of their Country; or ſeadiy poriuing it 
hen they have found it. X 

Conſidering how! plain the Road to right 


Reaſon i is; conſidering how obvious the true 


Intereſt of any Country is; vonſidering, F 


in a Word, how much ber it is for a 


Man to act Honeſtly than Villainouſly, 


and 


1 
and how much more Eligible, even in 
Point of Intereſt, is Integrity than Diſ- 
honeſty, one would wonder how Men 
of Senſe could turn Sycophants and Par- 
ricides. But, I know not by what In- 
fatuation, we fee. daily, Men that paſs 
for Senſible, committing ſuch groſs Er- 
rors in the Government of States, that 
would aſtoniſh a Man of moderate Re- 
flection. To ſee them ſwerving cone 
ſtantly from the plaineſt Maxims in Na- 
ture, would incline one to believe that 
the Fault lay rather in the Heart than 
Head. And I fear this has been your Caſe 
in England for many Years. Your late 
Miniſter particularly was thought to have 
Talents equal to the Truſt repoſed in him; 
put as for his Honeſty, if I don't care to de- 
ſcribe it minutely, let me ſay, at leaſt, 
that his immediate Predeceſſor and he were 
ſuppoſed to take the fame indirect Path 
to arrive at Power in the State, and Influ - 
ence in the Cabinet. TT TESTES 
There might have heen a Biaſt, nor was 
ie unnatural there ſhould, to a Foreign 
Interefi, But it was both Imprudent and 
Vanatyral to feed and indulge that Feible, 
however Natural. and | Prevailing with the 
Poſſeſſor. An honeſt Man, in ſhort, a a 
—— Engliſhman, '. would endeavour to 
at the Edge of ſuch an impolitic Braſs; 
and mult prevail by the Strength of * | 
ach | an, 


"SH 
ſon, which ſo directly points to Sel/-inte- 
reft in quitting it. Had this been done 
with Caution and Addreſs, you would have 
ſeen long before now a Change of your 
own Meaſures, and of ours alſo, which 
always 'ought, and would have been 
the fame; if the Intereſt of BEng/ond only 
had been purſued, - 

Tis poſſible forne Men of weak Minds 
gr corrupt Hearts may have imbib'd the 
erroneous, vulgar - Notion, lately anculcat- 
ed by ſome of your venal Writers, that our 
late Dilatorineſs in embarking openly with 
England againſt France, was owing to the 
Influence of French Corruption. But, Sir, 
however Men leſs enlighten d or more 
prejudie d tian you; may judge Unfavour- 
ably and: Unequitably. of our Faith and 
Underſtanding, Laſſure myſelf-you do, and 
have always entertained- other Notions of 

Dutch Probity and Steadineſs. What In- 
dientions have we given that ever we would 
barter away Liberty for a petty execra ble 
Bribe? What is or was there in the 
Power of France to give, - that could 
atone for the Loſs of Freedom? Sir, there 
is not a Dutchman, of any Reflection liv- 
* could” be bfibed to exchange! Li 
: for Chains. 

But need I tell vou this? nerd 1 attewpt 
extalpating the States General to you, 
who have fo offer,” ſince the Em 
Charles 
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Charles the 6th's death, applauded theit 
Politics and condemn'd your--own ? Sure 
Jam, you have not approved of the 
Conduct of your own: Cabinet, and I 
won't doubt that your Motives of Dif- 


like were well founded. And; Sir, if you 


yourſelf and the Majority of your Peo- 
ple have diſapprov'd of the Meaſures of 
your Cabinet, can you wonder we did not 
approve of them? Can you, in now 
wonder we' did not embark implicitly wi 

Miniſters whoſe, Conduct we diſliked; no 
leſs than we were ſuſpicious: of their Abi- 
lities, their Steadineſs, and Integrity? We 
ſaw no Reaſon for ſuppoſing that they had 
the true Intereſt of England at Heart; 
and, as I hinted before, unleſs: they gave 
Proof of being good Engli/hm:n, we were 
very ſure they would not be good Dutchmen. 
The Printipals of your two laſt Ad- 
miniſtrations were ſeemingly of very dif- 
ferent Characters, but yet in the Main, 


they were not ſo unlike as the World ima+ 


gin'd. They were both of them Bullies 


dy Nature, but of different Caſts. The 


Knight was a pacific, negociating Bully, 
5 put on big Locks, and attempted 
| ghtening all Europe with Treaties and 
Alliancee, but ſunk into mere Cowardice 
before the Steady and Reſolute. His, im- 
mediate Succeflor was a. buſtling; \w: FA 
gering Bully, aſſuming an. Air of Ref 

: B lution, 
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Jolotion, threat/ning to knock any Man on 
the Head that ſhould fay nay, — tread- 
on the Carns of all hs ſtood in his 
Wi but in the Main, loved Blows and 
oodſhed no better than the Treaty- 
aan How did he Vaunt and Bounce 
as ſoon, as he was inveſted with Power ? 
and yet how ſneakingly did he creep along 
afterwards,? How inglorious did he miſ- 
uſe, the Advantages which Chance gave 
him over, the Enemy? How did he im- 
prove the Advan tage at Hettingen e, reft 
of t that Campaign? and what Advantage 
id he take of the Weaknels of. France 
20 Ca n, after the French march'd 
a 3.69 ers to Alſace? Or what did 
pur 5 Maritime Superiority avail, you in 
ro Mediterranean fince he held the Reins? 
The Miniſter, , like the Bird of Tempeſt, 
muſt loye living in a. Storm, or he never 
would difreliſh the pacific Propofals made 
to him at Hanan. Had he a thouſand Lives, 
they would be all too few. to atone. for ſo 
20 a Miſtake. Did he conſult the Ba- 

— wr Power, the eneral | Good of Ger- 
pretende Good of his own 


5 * the Peace and, Happi 4 
5 he would have eiae 55 pp of 
als fals of Peace offered at Hanau. And 


SL muſt have been ſome ſecret Motive, 


as yet unexplored, for his Contempt of the 
* made him for putting an End to 
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Powerful, mig t be of great Advanta to 


(11) 
the War, They talk' d of particular Re- 


ſeniments, and Views to certain Secularizg 
ions ; but 1 am perſuaded that the Protoh 


gation of the War was more owing to ſome 
private View of the Miniſter's, than any 
peculiar Reſentment of the Princes. 
There ſeems, in every Inſtance, to have 

been a premeditated Deſign of raiſing and 
extending the Storm. If the Miniſter had 


not intended an Increaſe of the Publick 


Confuſjon, would he have lighted the 
Mediation of his Prufian Majeſty, a Prince 
perhaps too eaſily Diſguſted, and not ſo 
eaſily Pacify'd ? Had he not defign'd tq 
encreaſe the Alliance againſt the Queen 
Hungary, would he have -publiſh'd the 
roth Article of the Treaty of Worms till 
the Moment it ſhould be thought proper 
to put it in Execution? Was it prudent tq 
have exaſperated a State, which, tho' not 
Spain” in her Views on the Milaneſe? A 
wiſe Man would never force a jealous Peo- 
e from their Neutrality, Suppoſing the 
ing of Sardinia inſiſted that the Court 
of Vienna (ſhould make him a Ceſſion of, 
the Queen's Right to Final, did it follow, 
that the Ceſſion ought to be publiſh'd as, 
ſoon as made? T hope the Face of Affairs, 
in Taly will ſoon be chang'd to the Diſads, 
vantage of Hain; but ſhould it not, I am. 
þ | B 2 ſtead- 
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contribute not à little to the Succeſs of that 


Crown. And. who was it that puſh'd them 
| ite the Arms of Spain and France? 


Some perhaps may wonder why a Dutch- 


jy would take upon him to cenſure the 


Conduct of an Engliſb Miniſter ; but you, 
Sir, who. are conſcious that all One 


Milakes in the Cabinets, of eithef State 


muſt affect the other, will, F affure' my- 
ſelf, reagil 915 -excule any decent Freedoms I 


way be g 1 N to take with your Stateſ- 


Men; Their c ital Errors and ours reci- 


2 — affect both States, which gives each 
A; act Bi 


155 to, animadvert on the Conduct 
of. the. 0 „Beſides, as 1 am now ac- 
counting to 50 0 for our "Conduct for . the 
two, or three laſt Years, I am under a Ne- 


cefſity, of 2 your late Miniſter in 


bis native Light, or at leaſt in that in which 
he appear d to me. For had his Conduct 
Een Regular and Uniform, had his Views 
wh to the general Ha 4 of Hurope, 

his own Country, 
Meaſires been confiſtentywith found 


. 3, in fine, had his Heart been truly 


fig! . We "would haye-embark'd- with you | 
.openly.in the Common, Cauſe long before 
v6 Tad alte, l 922 "08 ke our 1 | 
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But let. us draw the Veil of Oblivion 
over what, js. paſt, to indulge ourſelves with 
the Pleaſure of the more pleaſing Scene in 
View. Let us fotget the Errors of your 
late Adminiſtration, to dwell on the Vittues of 
the preſent. I cannot ſay how your pre- 
ſent leading Men are reliſh'd among their 


own Countrymen, but with us here I can 


aſſure you that we hold your Miniſtry in 
the higheſt Eſteem. If we bad not Infor- 
mation of the perſonal Merit of moſt of 


them, we ſhould be inclin d to judge of 
them y, the 
us, We could never ſuppoſe that he would 
aſſociate with, Men of different Principles 
With himſelf, No Temptation Could in- 


oble Pattern you lately ſent 


duce him to draw with the Faithleſs and 


Inſincęre, nor to go, into Meaſures incon- 


ſiſtent with the true Intereſt of his Coun- 


try. We look d upon him as a true Eng- 
| Jiſhman when he was here laſt; nor has his 
long and unwearied Oppolition tg. your two 
laſt Miniſters. alter d our Opinion of him. 
On, the. contrary, his Steadir 
Occaſions has heighten d oyr | Eſteem of 
his. Virtue. n 


ineſs on thoſe 


7 £1 MRA Jy - (1.0647 
„And here, Sir, allow me to gangratulate 
Von; and your Country on the late Change 


ef. your Maniſtry, It was a wile; and let me 
add, a neceſſary Step, whicli has gain d you 


the Confidence nat only of this State, but of 
a gon > | 2 | moſt 
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Ptddenice, * 91 — Aimbaffa- 
dor eee Like Ceſar, be ns 
feame, and was ſeen;but he ſucteeded. 
You , may teckon upon ik, Bir, My Lord 
beter feld has obtained for you all that 
you N deſired. The States con- 
cur in all yo, jews;:and- agree to all yeur 
Meaſures: We Hake one Cane of — 


are . 10 - -< abs ge gots p. 


all you requir'$vf ue, <xeepr declare": 
i Wil Foes and Spain. And 
reflected ſ as cooly on this 


14 1 45 your Ambaſſador, we fhould 


have been Roar from the  Uneaſined / 
of 5 8 as? Aſſentr to any Fart of your n 
Fro T 


A E. —_ N 3783 2 3) + * 


' You abs only have our Wiſhes with 


you in proſecuting the Watz but our Furde 
alſo bath by Sea and Lab, which will 


naturally. fo far draw-ipon-us-the-Reſetn | 


ment of the Houſe of. Baurbom, that 


' hoth Branches of: it wilt dbchare 
n. War e us before Midſummer 
Bat in the mean Titre, it can never 


Joy "ah ; Yamgerrupted. Commerce. Your | 


Ame 


the: Gommon Cauſe: that we en- 


en 
Ambaſlador ſoon perceiv'd the Force of 
| this, Reaſon, and ly Sac 
knew the natural us 1 0 
for Trade, and Was = dong . 


ptudent not to indulge it, where 
gence broke nat in upon the 
tereſt of the Allies. 
We have engag d to your et Pleni- 
potentiary, and you may count upon our 
Sincerity, — we Aide! join yoy 1 75 act 
tatts viribus againſt 1 Common E 
And we not do fo, tho' we Soy. 
our T #0: France and Yon? Top aye 
— Empire and à fertile Soil, agg 
efore be the [eſs ſollicitous 1 
— Trade; but we that have: Fae 
native, chang ſhould we ' neglect 5 7 W 
ar undone. n w al 
ways: have.. Wah "__ in our De iberatiogs ; 3 
no ought our Friends to with it other- 
wiſe, — without Trade we ſhould be 
as ;inoffenſive/and- uſeleſs as our viſter States 
— Venice and Gema. 

What L have ſaid about Trade fhould nor 
induce yaw-to think, that it was the 5 I- 
demtion of our commercial - nt 1 
hindered us to act in Concert A er * 
fince the Death of the laſt Male ©: 
Honſe of Auſtria. No, Sir, it was ſo 
the- had Conduct of your Miniftets, 
our bad Opinion of them, that Gran 


— 
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v5-into-Sapinenef; And Joadion... 
always y 3 40.4 DW. 105 11 


= dearer to im. We. j dg 
this dearer and more aluabl e Jewel 
would Pn e more by embarking 
with the! Raf and Jufincere,. th an by ,c con- 
_ Loung \Nentets. ©; $5 16; 

"You ſee how: willingly | we come Taro 
your: Meaſures when you change yours; 
you fee. We cancrifle our Trade, . 3 
_ withiyon, When we! conceive à good Opi⸗ 
hion-ofcrhe Integrity and Capacity.of.; your 
Ministers.“ Frou your preſent. Stateſcnen 
wh cxpeR a Conduct. founded im Wiſdom, 
Truth, and Reſolutian. With ſuch, a 
Kate may ſalely cooperate. Bay you. 5 
Perceive that: wer think | ſo, b preſent 
2 Rad Or phe Th RN 

the-cfic een u your 
Lee 
a We apart gan 10, ell the «Vin 
bEBrexdb:: -Reſentraent for the Ste 1 
Dave taken; but if you continue * 
and fincere as we promiſe durſelves your 
Minift ry will, we: all be able to take ſe- 
na for Any; Inſult offered by 


Prancs;: © S106 27 navi 3c 

25% can tb belñ NERVE that, there b lach 
N and that ſome, Negociatops 
dare more lucky, Thau others, With equal 
Merit But! be that: 2s ir Will,, lis certain 


et a that 
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common Fame 


the Wat. | 
love Eaſe, and however ardent their Au- 
bition, it neceſſatily ſabfides to male 


(i7) 


that the critical Death of the Emperor wes 


not inauſpicious to Lord Cheperelt's Ne- 


| ociation, tho many were of a 


Opinion; here and very probably there too; 

I ſhall not altogether adhere ta hat 
, of the late Em- 
peror's Reſolution to quit the Alliapoe af 


France, tho 1 may not think the Many- 


tongued Meſſenger in the Wrong. But on 
a Stippoſition of that Prince's firm Adke- 
tence to his Allies, his Death -methinles 

ſhould quicken the Pace of all who: —_ 
oppoſe the deſpotic Views of Fran 
Charles VII. was diſtemper'd and in oy 
decline of Age, and conſequently. if he 
had not already, he would ſoon be tired of 
en in his Condition 


1 


for Content and Repoſe; ſo that if the 

late Emperor had lived many Months log- 

5 bigs: is ſcares a doubt that he would 
ve 


given Peace to his Country, whether 


France would or no. 
But ought we not to conſider the Sonic 


a quite different Light ? Youth;is common- 
1y, if not always, aſpiring and ambitious, 
4 Lover of the Buſtle and Parade of, War 
und of Glory, and vain of great Allignggs 
and the Pomp and Pagea 


utry that attend 
them. Can it be ſaid chat this Portrait of 
C Youth 


} 11. 14 YN a: A 

Wo det net reſemble the pteſent owl 
Hector bf Bavaria He is a: Prince, tis 
true; of great Hopes and Endowments of 
Mind; but is he not young? Is he not juſt 
ſtepping into Manhood ? Is he not of that 
Age when Princes would willingly diſtin- 
guiſtr chemſelves from the Reſt of their 
Species,” and do ſomething for Fame to 
trumpet to the Public? He has already 
Confirmed my Opimom of him, and his 
— Arch Duke of Auſtria 

— ſtronger an ew of his Ambi 

before. 2 5 
Fire is to ſubtil not! to fee, \noidites 


wiſe not to ſeize the Opportunity which 


that young Prince's Fire and Vouth affords 
her. She has embraced and improved it. 
She has rengzed her Engagements with his 
Houſe; and offer d more allaring-Concefſi- 
ons. She feeds at once the young Prince's 
Ambition, and the Avarice of His Creatures 


and Counſellors! We ſuppoſe the has gain'd 
him; nay, we have Proof that ſhe has} by 


be 2 the Tile of ace 
WR it) e 210 30G mum 
AY the big deſtructive Schemes f that 
cious.Court muſt dwindle to nothing; 
"had the not found means to ſootk the Va- 
vity of the vou Heir of Bavaria. But 
the. Cafe is now quite otherwiſe ; by-this 
era ſhe fupports her Intereſt and keeps 
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up the Flame of Diſcord and War in the 


Empire. And with half the Expence the 


would be at to defend herſelf aga inſt the 


Auſtrians, either in Flanders or elſewhere, 
ſne wilb aut them out Work at Home by 


means of the youthſul Elector: Beſides, 


being indulged nh the ſecret but ſenſible 
Pleaſure of ſceing Germans fall by German 
Hands, and the Empireoweakned; by its 


- OWN: Members. RET 5:47 0+ 16 
Theſe, Sir, were Conſiderations with aur 


Stateſmen, ta guard as early as pathble 
againſt the Deſigns of France; and, let me 


add, theſe were Confiderations which 
weighed with them in their late Acquieſ- 


dence to all that your Court propoſed. to 


them by the noble Nana. Lou ſoe then, 
that the Emperor's... Death, which was 
thought would impede your Ambaſſadot's 8. 


Negociation, was the very Thing that gave 
it Liſe and Vigour. 73 1 £1392 w} 


—— Devel, a rey Flad 


apens to the Intrigues of Nunce in the 
Empire; it gives freſn Motion to all- har 
Machinery; and more than eyer bids, fair 


for cutting out Work for Germans in Gen- 


many. I ſhall explain myſelf mort ex- 
plicitiy by and by; but let me ſay an the 
mean while, that this diſtant! but gloomy 
Praſpect did not qa little contribute; too facts 
lite Lord“ ele d J — 


2392 ; 


———ů— — — — — — — 
— * * r= — The « ay 
= 194 
— Aa Eos r 7 


— — 


7 
— 
d 8 


deere that * 
ber favohrabie 
Arr 1 Mmiſtry, 
15 9925 80 r by Mankind 

ure h inen Len 

NS, "Five Pre vailed, had not 
the ot To in the in 2 alarmed our: 


a8 i ee f 
Ps e, ich. 9 Bal o HDi 
dee e Ont, might Have" phe” 
a Was ede with her pre 
1 5 Ho yo  othet View A | 
th Söf 5 1 1 
275 Das It 1 


| | 1 At "Deſigns 'h e 

'Þ AC drome Ml: fi 6f that Etown' were ot 

| 5 wanting, 555 e Ae ar! t inchlcate 

hk Notie ons of the Piaafltereſtedneſs bf their! 
reh. Un this Pha, which] — 

as 192 far that on Which duf Stat 
To built, 6ur Conduct” us two uft> 
1 Pe Mun moe or. 


prehe 8 7 00 e Fr fron night 
Een 42 ded Franc bt 
. ee Fr 4 Ky IDE 
Poſte 0558 cf Here e 
ire; y' Rig Toit roe- thoſe 561 
Fg 5 Rt in 
e i Members 


0 f BE ie ot S190 1 5 5 e 


= i #7 


* r one ome... „„ Wo — — —ũ— 
. — 


nt 


(2). 
Libertzes of. the Germanic ES could he 
affected. by. any, Binnen of cho ſe F 
ries which Fraace cquld Ge eithe eb 
be Nee e e rn 

In this. View, e De Mo- 
tions of that Crown in Flanders, as of Ne- 7 
ceſſty rather chan; Choice; bind ere 
racking. our Barrier Towns. alter out Qpi-* 
niom. She had every thing to dread or 
the Reſentment of the Princes at War 
with her- The Neutrality forcet * pon 
Hanover, and; the Attack at DetFugen, _ 
were Maxiers ſoftigient tc Tinte our 

he do as for the ee en 
— 2 49 


9.00 * Retag they” 


"The d 05 then, "could 40 no les it 
ſecure themſelyes as early as they could, on © 
that Sicle they were weakeſt, 2 
tacked: our Barrier to cover thenk(blves Hen 


the Storm the aw gathering, but. Tefolv-" 


ed to part their Acquiſitions as ſoon as 
it bew over. They- gave, ys the ſtrong 
Aſſurances. the:  Uprightneſs af their 
tentions,- which we ere the. readier to 122 
lieve, becanſe we . it their Intereſt do 
ſpeak Truth e 5 ee 


(22) 
founded in my Conjecture, tis plain our 
Stateſmen were in, no dread of her Ambition, 
or. they m — ſupply d their Garriſons 
better, and order d their Governors to make 
other fort, af. Defence than they made. 
They looked upon the attacking; taking and 
e thoſe. Towns as acts of abſolute 
Neceſſity; and were no leſs ſatisfied that 
France would reſtore them as ſoon as her 
Danger ceaſed, and her Dread of the Re- 
ſentment af her declared Enemies abated. 
And they might chink likewiſe, that the in- 
tended Attack upon Alſace by the Auſtri- 
ant, would ſecure thei beſt, of their Barrier 
Towns, even yas the. Intention. of France 
not as upright as pretended; by obliging ber 
to weaken, | r Foren in FHlandens. 16717 
e Emperor had been ſtill dune l 
ve our Chiefs would ſcarce alter their- 
Gs or. Plan, becauſe, as there would; 
be no Room for France to hope to gain by: 
an ee of her Schame, tis probable) 
ſhe; would not alter her Intentions. But 
Affairs ate greatly vary d by the Death of: 
the Head ead of the Empire. And we muſt 
expect that France will vary her Plan and 
alter her Intentions according to the fluc- 
tuating Courſe of Things. She might have 
no view / to, Acquiſitions on the Side of 
Flanders the laſt Vear, becauſe, as Matters 
leon would, be eee Tos, _— ta: 
21 | — AW. 
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dme ore Enemies upon bertel. Ree: 

ing the Power of the Queen of Hungary, 
and the Proſpect of Tra quillty in the 
Empire. But the Death of the Emperot 


has diſſipated her Fears concerning tlie 
ueen, who is like to have Work enough 
er Hands at or near Home; as for the 
Tranquillity of 'the Empire, it ſeems far- 


= ther off than ever. 


Beſides the Views of the young "Elec 
tor of Bavaria on Part of the Succeſſion 
of Charles VI. and the Ambition and falſe 
Glory with which France will be ſure to 


inſpire his youthful Breaſt; the Choice of a 


new Emperot will afford Matter enough 
for that intriguing Nation to work upon. 
Moft of the Princes of che Empire were 
willing to lend a hand towards conſolidating 


the jarring Intereſts of the Powers at vari- 


ance and would reſtore Peace in Germany, 
ſpight of the Ambition of ſome of their 


own Brethren; and the Ambition and In- 


tiigues of the common Enemy. But a new 
Election deſttoys that pacific Plan, and 


makes Way for eels Cabaks, Intrigues, and 


Commotions. 
And the more a alanip is agitated by 


inteſtine Convulfions, the more will France 


be at Leiſure to extend her Views to ano- 
ther Quarter. Are the Forces of the Queen 
of Hungary employed at Home, France is 


ſafe 


* 


(44) 


Lise on the Side of {act and the helle; 


and therefore may the better bend Weft of 
her Strength to gratify her Ambition on 


3 Side the longs moſt to extend her 


Fr ontiers. 
"The Foidnefs of Frater to get Poſeſ- 


70 of Flanders, was never doubted any 


more by us than you ; but the Difference 


was, that you wete ſooner alarmed than 


we. You were frightened if but French 
Troops apptoach'd the Frontiers; but we 
wete eaſy unleſs we ſaw a Probability that 
France mould facceed in her Views on the 
- Netherlands. When we faw a Likelihood 
of her. Hands being fall elſewhere; we 
were in no Pain for Flanders. 1 

Thus it was, chat we were in no Dread of i 
her Conqueſts the laft Campaign. We 
knew ſhe muſt exert het Power in her own 
Defence on the Rhine; and when het Ap- 
prehenſion on that Side ſhould ceaſe; we 


_ doubted not, that the Age and Ilneſs 


of the Emperor would diſpoſe hini to ſeek ; 
"Quiet, and put an End to the Broils of his 3 


Country; and we doubted not, that, if 
Peace were reſtored in the Empire, 2t muſt E: 
. foon follow every where elſe. / * 


'But now we muſt baniſhall pacific Nias 


+ The Election of an Emperor too ſurely 1 


oſticates an ample Scene of Confuſion þ 
E Fra, and we moſt be infenfible not 
'to 


14 2 
to ſee the Dangen: 2 925 againſt the 
. Deſigns « of a People that lie on the Lurch 


to Aerze i pon favourable Opportunities. - 


e take it then for granted, that the 


? Death of the late Emperor furniſhes Fraxce 
| 2 TA this favourable Juncture,and that having 


to fear on the Rhine, ſhe will 


bend. her Force to extend her Conqueſts 
in the Nerberlands. And we are far from 
having ſuch an Opinion of her Juſtice, as 
to believe ſhe will reſtore any thing ſhe can 


ep. Therefore are we now willing to 


| join you with our utmoſt Efforts, not only 


to prevent the further Acquiſitions of that 
Crown in Flanders, but to wreſt thoſe from 
her which ſhe lately made. And I may fay 
that we ſhan't. ſtop. there, ſhou' d Succeſs 
e gur joint Arms. 
We fee, perhaps of the lateſt, that the 
French are a Nation not to be confided in; 
at 85 bition 1s inſatiable ; And that 
to be always kept in hot 
Be by Fig unleſs their Nails be pared 
* uick. And I am ap pe, flatter my- 
Us df, tht there has not been fo 159 5 
pe as the preſent theſe 
fifty Ya palt to force them out., of their 
Strength on the Side of the Netherlands. 
My: N be a Security to us ; and ſet me 


ee i 5 wo uld be F $0 ou, ' För Thould + 
ever F * herſelf to the 8 irn 
of the Tat ian Netberlanui, the Wörld 


muſt think your Trade and Liberties in no 
D little 


(26 ) 
little. Danger from her Power and Am- 
BIR. 159 ½ 5: 1:6 T 
The Strength of France has been great, 
but it is impaired fo. vaſtly, that with all the 
Art and Oſtentation of her Inhabitants, ſhe 
finds it impoſſible to hide her Weakneſs 
from all Europe. She may and probably 
will make a laſt Effort in Flanders the 
next Campaign ; and I will ſuppoſe with 
Ceſar, that the French will exert- the old 
Gauliſb Spirit in their firſt Onſet ; but let 
us ſtand them once, and we bid fair to clip 
the ſtrutting Cock's Wings: 5251 55 
We are in debt, and ſo are you; but 
France is much more ſo. Our Taxes are 
heavy, nor are you much leſs burden 'd, 
but then we have Shoulders to bear it. 
We have a vaſt Wealth and Trade to bear 
us up; whereas the French have exhauſted 
their Strength, though the Weight of their 
Debts and Taxes - hourly increaſes. Their 
Trade is already dwindled, and their Mine 
of Riches falls far ſhort of ours; as a Proof 
of which, ſee how fickly their Credit is 
already, whilſt ours * and vigor ous. 
Tis true, their Prince may command the 
Wealth of his Subjects, but Tyranny itſelf 
can't oblige People to give what they have 
DOT: 2; 4-2 


G As there is mp Proportion between the 
:naval ;Force of. Lance and Spain, and that 


of England and Holland it may naturally 
be Juppos'd, that we {ball not pnly me 
r bv, ö 14 ra & 
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Trade, but oblige her to keep great Part 
of her Troops to guard their own extended 
Codſts. And the the need have ho conſide- 


table Army of her Natives in the Empire, 


becauſe Money will anſwer her Purpoſe 
there better than her Troops, yet an Army 


The muſt have in Germany, was it but to 


# 


countenance her Schemes and keep her 


Allies ſteady. She miſt likewiſe join ſome 


of her Troops to thofe of Spain, to gratify 


her Catholic Majeſty on the Side of Hai, 
or that Lady may give France the Slip, 


and find 17 Account in truſting to the 
Generoſity of your Nation. | 

So that notwithſtanding the Power of 
that Crown, I. don't ſuppoſe ſhe will be 


able th bring above a hundred thouſand Men 


int6 the Field in Flanders, where ſhe may 


be imagin'd to exert herſelf moſt and make 
her boldeſt Puſhes. And conſidering the 
gteater bodily Strength and Goodneſs of 


+ * 


your mood and ours, I think we may 
Suc 


br for ceſs againſt ' an Army, tho 
exceeding in Numbers, yet far inferior in 
Strength, being compoſed chiefly of Boys 
and Striplings. 5 nr 


Vou will perhaps ſay, that my Note is 


much chang'd of late. I confeſs it is ſo; 


but for your Comfort, J can aſſure you, 
that the Change in me is'no greater than in 


the Reſt of my Countrymen; and particu- 
larly in our Chiefs. The Proſpect before 


us is more lowering and gloomy than it 


2 Was 


(89 
was before the Death of the Emperor ; at 
leaſt it appears fo to us on this Side the 
Water. We ſee all Europe, and the En- 
pire particularly like to be in Flames; and we 
fear that France will improve the Oppor- 
tunity and make her Advantage of the 
Confleyration. She delights in the Cala- 
mities "of her Neighbours, and never fails 
attempting 'to make her Markets while 
others are pe, d to and out the Fire at 
their Doors. 

You may not think it, but we have 
been at a vaſt Charge of late in Subſidies, 
Augmentations, and many other incidental: - 
Articles of extraordinary Expence. And 
we are at laſt become wiſe enough to aſk 
ourſelves, 9 bono? The French have a- 
muſed us, ſeized upon our Frontier, and 
ſmiled upon us while they aim'd at the 
Heart. And we ſuffer'd all this, tho' we 
were ſenſible of her Cunning and had put 
ourſelves to the Expence of arming. 55 
we are at laſt rouz d from the Stupor we 
have been ſeiz d with, and ſee that with a 
little more Expence, and much more Re- 
ſolution, we might not only have prevent- 
ed her Conqueſt of four of our Barrier 
Towns, but dad a good Chance of _— 
to them at her Expence. { 

We were frighten'd for our Trade, which £ 
muſt ſuffer by an open Rupture ; we were 
loatlv: to add to our Debts and Taxes ; we 
were afraid, in ſhort, to begin a War, which 

550 ou 


629) 
our Fears ſuggeſted to us would be of 


long Duration and unſucceſsful. But we 


are recover d from the Panic which ſeiz d 
us; and Our Recovery 1 in great Meaſure, 


is owing to the late Change in your Mi- 


niſtry; and I ſcruple not to add, to the 
Choice you made of an Ambaſſador extra- 
ordinary. His ſound Reaſoning and Ad- 
dreſs, and particularly his Character of Ho- 
nour and Probity, contributed to our Cure. 

We ſaw you purſuing Meaſures injurious 
to both yourſelves and us. We ſaw you 
purſuing an Intereſt that was neither Eng- 
liſh nor Dutch. We ſaw, in fine, your 
Politics ſuch as deterr'd us to embark with 
you in a War .againſt ſo powerful an Ene- 
my as France. But we are cured of our 


Jealouſies of your Probity and Steadinefs, 


from our good Opinion of your new Di- 
rectors. M143 3 S | - 

We ſee France now in the ſame Light in 
which your new Miniſtry ſeem to view 


her. She does not appear to us a meer 


Bugbear, nor yet ſo terrible as to damp our 
Spirits. We believe her powerful, but not 
omnipotent. And we begin to think that 
ſhe will be in good earneſt with us by and 


p 5 


your Change of Hands gives us Hopes of a 
thorough Change in your Meaſares. 
And, Sir, might a Foreigner preſume to 

interfere in your domeſtick Affairs, I would - 


S 


by, unleſs we are beforehand with her. 
he JunQture ſeems favourable to us, as 


„ eee 
| beg feave to point out the Meaſure which 
you ought to follow there at this Time, in 
order to give Weight to all your Meaſures 
abroad, and Succeſs to your Arms. Tho 
the late Change in your Miniſtry has been 
attended with an univerſal Calm in your 
Empire, yet expect not it will be of any 
long Duration, unleſs the People's Expec- 
tations be anſwered, in Part at leaſt, They 
have long cormplain'd of many Hardſhips 
and of ſome Laws. I am not ſo verſed in 
your Conſtitution as to be able to point 
ont what Laws to repeal and what to en 
act. But I ſhould hike it not a very dif- 
ficult Matter to give Content to a Nation 


that are as highly ſatisfyd with the preſent 2 


Prince and his Royal Family, as T under- 
ſtand all Ranks of your People are.” I ſhall Wl 
only add on - this Head, that I hope the 
new. Miniſtry will prevail in obtaining 
Redreſs of every juſt and reaſonable Com- 
plaint of their Fellow-Subjects, as the 
ſureſt Means of prevailing againſt Frauce, 


which” is never to be humbled but by a L | 


domeſtic Union both there and here, and by 
a reciprocal Confidence between your Di- 
rectors and ours. | 
Vou will excuſe a Fieedow flowing from 
Regard on one Hand and Self-Intereſt on 
the other. I wiſh the Exgliſb Nation well, 
and ſincerely ſo, as they are a good-natur a, 
erous, and humane People; and my 
good Wiſhes for them are no leſs, for their 
being 


(22) 


being a Nation on whom the Safety of © 


my own fo greatly depends, 

Though ] believe the. Strength of * 
much impair' d ſince the breaking out of 
the reſent Ferment, I am not ſo ſanguine 
as ſome who will have her at her laſt 
Prayer, and at the End of all her Re- 
ſourcss. For this Reaſon I ſhould not 
be for deſpiſing that Crown, any more 
than I would ſuffer myſelf to be fright- 
ened at her Power. Either Extream would 
argue a Weakneſs in myſelf and be im- 
politic. Therefore, Sir, in my Obſerva- 
tions of - France, I ſhall treat her Strength 
and Weakneſs with an even Hand, but 
in the Light ſhe appears in to moſt of the 
Intelligent i in theſe Provinces. 

A long Peace has brought great Wealth 
to France, but which the Prince will ne- 
ver be able to come at, becauſe it is diſ- 

tod chiefly amongſt thoſe who ventur'd 
bo it; and who, from their Knowledge of 
other Nations and of Commerce, know 
how to ſecrete their Fortunes out of their 
native Country. Thus it will happen, that 
tho! there be a vaſt Treaſure in ready- 
coin'd. Bullion in France, (I believe no leſs 
than five or ſix hundred Millions of our Guil- 
ders) yet won't the King be able to come 
55 as much of it as he will have occaſion 

r in the Courſe of an expenſive War. 
Andi in ſuch caſe, he muſt neceſſarily have 
recourſe to Credit, which bears dee 
ing che worſt of any thing in Nature. 


(32) 

I reckon then Rat. in a _ or two the 
t of France wi be oblig d to create 
OA r Coin, w which will ſo Ek her Cre- 
dit, that every Cheſt will be lock'd up from 
er, . This. ol e po her Ex- 
PENCE 3 becauſe he that has neither Money 
of ſtanch, Credit to go to Market with, 
ay double for all he urchaſes. When 
ee in France has oney, no Man 
in mo Kingdom buys.cheaper, nor ſo cheap 
as he, which, "Has. been prett) much the 
Gale fince the breaking | out of the preſent 
But when he comes to have neither 
Morty nor Credit, as naturally will be his 
Caſe, if the War ſpreads and, continues, he 
muſt pay an exceſſive Price for what he 
wants; ſo that his Expence will increaſe in 
; proportion to his Neceſſities and Yang of 

Credit. 

By dur ee. Conduct, tis obyious 
that France, will be oblig d to break with 
| 1 openly ; Which 1 ſhould not be Torr 
oy tho” it ſhould be at the Expence of 
; 8 ue interdiction of Trade; becauſe no 
Step ſhe can take would fo ſoon and effec- 
| tall damp the Credit of the Court of 

J. rj les, "And when once 2 F French Kin 
- * comes , to ſtretch his Credit, he may be fad 
5 be driven to his laſt Stifts indeed. 
Ja view, France in this light, tis” may 
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ke Tome bold Puſhes this Year "and 
125 oo re they won't be un alike 
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The more violently he puts himſelf in M 
tion, the more he increaſes the Diſcaſe, and 
the ſooner he makes his Exit. 'Tis likely 
that the French Miniſters, being no lefs 
ſenſible of the ſickly Condition of their 
Country than we are, will now exert the 
utmoſt Efforts of their Prince's Power, in 
hopes, that either by the Miſtakes or Un- 
preparedneſs of his Enemies, ſome early 
Conqueſt may be made which may be a 
Security to their Barrier. But if we, b. 


which I mean England and Holland and 


their Allies, are not much wanting to onr- 
ſelves, we ſhall be able to bear up 5 11 
any ſuch early and rapid Exertion of Pow- 
er; and if we do, France will be ſoon 
brought to be on the Defenſive, a Situation 
ſhe behaves worſe in than any other. 


I am ſenſible that the common Opinion 


i againſt mine with regard to France, 


Is invincible at home; and to attack her 


in Flanders, is the ſame as to take the Lord 
of the Herd by the Horns: Tis attack- 
ing her where ſhe is ſtrongeſt. This is a 
Strain of Reaſoning I could never brin 

mylelf to approve, being ſatisfied that in 
private Life, the, Man who aſſaults has the 


Advantage of him ho is on the Defenſive, 


'The Reſolution of the latter as ſurely de- 
creaſes in proportion to the Vigour of the 
* made upon him, as it riſes with the 


firſt, whoſe Courage keeps pace with his 
Hopes of Succeſs. 8 


( 34 ) 
| Beſides, have I not Hiſtory and the Expe- 
rience of the preſent Century on my fide? 
ona T not the Experience of this preſent 
ar in the Empire to warrant my Aſſer- 
tion? The French, in all Ages, have gain'd 
no Reputation! in Arms when reduced to 
be on the Defenſive, which I ſhould hope 
will be their Caſe very ſoon, if we exert 
our natural Superiority of Strength, and act 
Yep, Circumſpection. _— 
hen as for the Strength of this Gallic 
Bull, we will ſuppoſe him ſtrongeſt on the 
Side © of Flanders ; and”tis for that very Rea- 
ſon that I think our moſt vigarous Attack 
ſhould be on that Side. If you ſeize A 
Bull by the Horns, and have a neceſſa' 
Portion of Strength and Vigour to kcep. 
our hold, you are ſure to overcome him 
bor attack him any where elſe, you wy 
wound and maim him, but never can tho- 
roughly reduce him while he has the Ute 
of his Horns. wie eng 
| But there is another Conſideration wh 
our greateſt Efforts ſhould be in Planters, 
Every, Acquiſition we, make on that Side 
is a real Addition to our Strength and to the 
Comm Cf Cauſe; and every Inch we loſe there 
is the ſame as a Wound in the noble Parts. 
France, is 1 Stranger to our Dread of he: 
on that Side, nor to 1 Advantages refult- 
ing from her Acquiſitions in that tendere 
88 Therefore we may reckon ſhe 
Weiz Va moſt of 1 05 For orce : in Fee ; 


' for 


SOT! ; 1 1 
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for which Reaſon we ſhould employ moſt of 
ours to repel her there. 3 
We have conſidered the preſent Weakneſs 
of France within herſelf, let us now extend 
our View to her Allies. Thoſe who ap- 
pear as yet, except the Kings of Spain and 
Pruſſia, are a heavy Burden upon her. 
The young Elector of Bavaria is no leſs 
Chargeahle to her than his Father; and as 
for any other Allies, either open or ſecret, ſhe 
may have in the Empire, they are infinite- 
ly more Expenſive than Uſeful, Spain is 
of no other Uſe to France than the keep- 
ing ſo much of the Auſtrian Force em- 
ploy'd in Taly, which might otherwiſe be 
employ'd againſt her on the Rhine or elſe- 
where. For, as to the King of Sardinia, un- 
leſs Spain has provok'd or rather oblig'd 
him to declare, he would have fate down 
contentedly. to-look-on without taking Part 
with either. | e 

Pruſſia then, appears to be the only 
uſeful Ally France ſcems to have : Tis 
true, that France would make no Figure 
in Germany, at this Time, without the Al- 
liance of Pruſia. While ſhe had the ſu- 
preme Head of the Empire with her, ſhe 
might reckon at leaſt that the Germanic 
Body, tho' it might not act for her, yet 
might be Paſſive, and not act againſt an 
Ally of the Emperor's, © But the. Caſe is 
chang d by the Death: of that Prince. ; And 
for that Reaſon the Alliance of Pruſia is 
become the more uſeful and neceſſaty. 


leſs able to; ob 


ain Handerg. 0 5 2 01 
I don't ſee any Dread we ſhould conceive 


| of Fruſſia, ſuppoſing France ſhould ex- 
| hauſt her Treatures to Keep him a Party in 
her Quarrels during the Continuance of the 


War. 
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War. He may, tis true, divert part of 
the Auſtrian Force; but with an Aug- 


mentation of Subſid ay from us, I make n 
arles of Tu rein would 


Doubt but Prince C 
be ſoon. in condition to pay a ſecond Viſit 
to Alſace, _ 

But why ſhall we ſuppoſe that a Princs 
of the Ring of Prufjia's Sagacity will con- 
tinue long in Error? Whatever Views 
he might have had during the Life of 
the late Emperor, he can have' none at 

reſent that can compenſate for the Riſk 
he runs in adhering to France.” The Si- 
tuation of his. Territories ſubjects him to 
Attacks from many Quarters at once. His 
Countries, lie open to Saxony, Hanover, 
and to our Provyinces, beſides the moral 
ertainty of loſing Sileſa a and being invad- 
ede from thence by the moſt formidable 
Power in the Empire. | 

* I, conclude therefore,” that ir. we can't 
Jure Pruſſia into our Views, we ſhall at leaſt 
ſoon ſce him wean'd from his Alliance 
with France. There is in Nature but 
one Motive which can. pollihly induce him 
40 hazard the Prolongati n of making his 
Peace and declarin him elf Neuter. And 
vet I can ſcarce; befeig his Ambition would 
ſo far hurry him as to forget his own ir- 
mediate Intereſt, ſuppaſing him more in- 
different to. Moth of bis Country than he 
zought to be. You will ſoon conjecture, 
that 1 mean, a View to. the Imperial Dia- 


14 ö dem, 


having ptovoked the 
N Won fI0L.2/ 
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dem, which ſo many of our _ Specutas 
tiſts impute to that Prince. But Tet ine 
wave this Point at preſent to purſug, 
the Subject of the Strength of France by 
her Allies, either. Actual or Expectative. 
The Views of Pruſſia on the Imperial 
Throne, ſhall be conſidered when we come 


to its preſent Vacancy and the approach- 


renne 
** Befides ' Spain, Pruffia and Bavaria, 
the King of the two Sicilies is the 
only Power that we are ſure would join 
the French. As fot the Genoeſe, however 
il-ds'd they have been by the Treaty of. 
Worms, they are more prüdent than to 
provoke the Matitime Powers, who have 
it ſo much in their Power to take down 
their Pride in the Deſtruction of their 
Capital. The fame may be ſaid in regard 
to the Son of Spain, who, had he Power, 
ab he has not any more than the Genbeſe, 
would hardly venture being Dethron'd,or 
Pohiarded by his 1 5 Subjects, for 
ir Deſtruction of their 
r 
T will admit that Spain is an Ally that 
adts'to the Weight of France in the Scale 
of Power, wen you and we, by means 
of o Naval . Force, ſhalt, keep this uſe- 
fal Ally in Want and Indigence. 5. ann. 
Has infinite Reſobrces, but they are diſtant, 
from der and, i ve are hot un rasa) 
Negligennt, we thay cüt off her Communi- 
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cation with her Indies during the War. 
Without Treaſures from Mexico and Peru, 
77 will make no great Figure in the 

ar ; and whateyer will be her Efforts, 
they will be conſtantly directed to Taly, 
where ſhe muſt bury her Treaſures to 
no Purpoſe while we command the Medi- 2 
terranean. 

Denmark would be of little Uſe to 
France, conſidering his Situation and our 
Power by Sea, even would he declare in 
favour of France, of which there is not 
the leaſt Probability. There is no doubt 
that the Dane will be Neuter any more 

than that he will lett out his Troops to the 
beſt Bidder. And ſhould France out-bid 
„ which is not very likely, the Troops 
FH Denmark would not be of any great Uſe 
to her, inaſmuch as we could always im- 
pede their; joining the Forces of France; or 
if joi. n' d, might prevent the recruiting from 
own Country, 
As for Sweden, we may lock upon her 
at 9 N as influenc'd by the Politics of 

Ruſſia; and for this N how inclin'd. 
ſqeyer the Swedes may be to recover ſome 
of their late German Dominions, means. 
of an Alliance with France, the C urt of 
Peterſburg will never permit them to raiſe 
the Flames of War in the North to the 
Prejudice of the Houſe of R a, Which 
it er always be the Intereſt of "AT ok 
ſee Fowerfol and Flouriſhiog, We 


017 
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e 's 
only Second the can have. axaioſt her ſor⸗ 
midable Neighbour the Tart, And there- 
fore I doubt not, if there ſhould be Occa+ 
fion, that the Northern Empreſs. would 
openly eſpouſe the Queen of Hungary's In- 
tereſt. We may impute her late Inacti- 
vity in regard to the Broils of Germany, 
partly to the unſettled State of her own do- 


meſtic Affairs, and partly to the good For- 


tune of her Hungarian Majeſty, who 
ſeem'd:.an Over-match for her Enemies. 
But ſhould the War ſpread, and become leſs 
ſucceſsful to the Court of Vienna, tis not 
to be doubted but that the Auſtrian Inte- 
reſt will be ſupported by Rais. 
Beſides this unfavourable Portraiture of 
France,” ſhe may be conſidered like a Man 
that had exbauſted much af his Strength 
by an over Violence of Exerciſe. She has 
had but a very ſhort Breathing: time ſince 
the Death of the late King of Poland. 
The Election of Staniſlaus, and her Wars 
in Tay in Conſequence of her Quarrel with 
the late Emperor, Charles VI. ſtood her 


in an immenſe Treafure ; and her Expence 


ſince the Death of that Prince, wou d be 
= by her for half a Century, even was 
to - enjoy. Peace all that oterya of 
Theme. 
But ber Loſs 75 aa beſt Officers and, Ve- 
teran Troops, excceeds, if poſſible, that of 
Tteaſure. 1 can't brag much of the preſent 
Generation of Officers all over Europe; — 
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think I may concluge that bad as they are elſe- 
where, they are worſe in France: For I can't 
recolle&! one Officer of Reputation among 
the french. Tis true, moſt of yours and.our 


old Soldiers ate dead, but our Ally-:of 


Hungary has her .Coneg ſe g, Traum s, and 
Mallisis as yet, and one of far greater 
Hopes, the gallant young Prince of Lorrain. 
But ſuppoſing there was an Equality with 
regard to Commanders, there is 0 diſput- 
ing with us the ſuperior Excellency of our 


Troops. Had not France loſt all her Ve- 
terans in the preſent and late Wars with 


the Houſe of Auſtria, her Troops would 


be no Match for ours (meaning thoſe of 


the Alliance) ſuppoſing her Armies as nu- 
merous and well- appointed; but in the 
miſerable Condition of her Troops, our Com- 
manders muſt be infatuated if the French 
ſtand the Brunt of our e at the odds 
of two to one. 

After this curſory Review of, the Dit 
abllitics of the common Enemy, we ſhould; 
in ptudence, caſt an Eye to the brighter 


Side of the Picture. A Man is beſt able to 


guard againſt an Enemy, when he knows his 
Strength ; nor is it leſs true, that he who 


undervalues an; Enemy puts himſelf in the 
high Road to Misfortune. France has 


far the Advantage of her Enemies, in 105 
rd to Situation and Government. 8E 
$ ſcarce any thing to. fear, but ftom the 


Sea to the Rhine in che lower; Pali nate 


nd. wats r ea, well ſecuredoby 
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Fortreſſes. Then as to Government, the 
Has the Advantage of all 'Europr; The 
Prince” commands all the Wealth of his 
Subjects, and their Perſonis too; and which 


is more, he commands their Hearts, unlefs 


'he forfeits their Love by ſome flagrant Acts 


of Tyranny or 6thier Stretch of his Power. 


The French Nobility ate very numerous 
and warllke ; and there is no difptting their 
Sallantry. "Would they exert dais, 
as very likely they would if they ſaw their 
Ring and Counffy preſs d, their united 


Efforts" World not only" de violent and fur- 


Priſing, büt would be ſetting an Example 
to dhe reſt of the People: Though Prone 
could not vye with us in Naval Force, yet 


from the great Conveniency of her Ports 


in the Ocean and Mediterranean, ſhe mi K 
be able to give ns Diverſion enough by 

in ſpight of our Superiority: And | the other 
that ſhe has the naval INS and the fa 
and commodious Por pain in her 
Power. And fhould * not e able or 
fortunate enough to dam up the vult! Re- 
ſoutces of Spain from her new World, chat 
Crown alone would he mor üſefel ves 
France in the Ptoſceution of 4 long Wat, 
chan all Her Allies put togetllerrr 


_ ""Our"(Altics re needh and pobr wn an 


things but Men, whö cant fubliſt or be 
e Power of Ar But 
8 11 permitted te Kra Heme 
eat red fro Amerity Mie would hr 
6it tot-oaly"t pare! of ecke Ert 
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e but the Credit of France. N 
. aught can prevent — 779 —.—— 
but our Vigilance and Succeſs at Sea, an 
the ill Succeſs of ihe Pa Arms ip, 1faly, 
For ſhould, Spain get into the Poſſeſſion of 
the. Milaneſe and it, ſhe might by 
that Means grow formidable i in Traly, with- 
out. wy Expence to her; and then ſhe 
might be able to turn the whole Current 
of her Wealth to * immediate Service of 
France. : 7 

Spain in * Reſpeds — be an 
Ally of Conſequence in the Courſe of a 


durable War. By Means of Naples and 


Sicily, ſhe would not only employ great 
part of the Auſtrian Foroes in 1Zaly, but con- 
— to the Increaſe of the Wealth of 
France, by laying open to the French, the 
Trade of the South Seas. 
And if we confider., the other Allies of 
France, we ſhall find them no leſs uſeful, 
Ihe young Elector of Bavaria, thougl 
needy. and poor, yet his Situation and Rank 
give him Weight; and will be more uſe- 
ful to France, if the ſets him x 17 proba- 
bly ſhe will, a Candidate ſor the, Imperial 
be, The Elector Palatine. = am 
afraid, French hy Inclination, and mult be 
ſo by Motives of 1 and Self: preſerva- 
tion. He can't well Kas Security with- 
out an Alliance With France; to whoſe 
Fower bis Dominions-lie ſo much expoſed. 
Andy this Lib of the Germanic 
Body, be of, pq great Conſequence as ſuch 
ſimgly, yet when ally'd with ſo great a 
F2 Power 


— 


(44) 
Power as France, he nay" be deemed an 
uſcfal Ally. | 

Iwill ſuppoſe the three Spiritual Electors 
tobe 3 in a different Intereſt with France; 
but ſhould ſhe prevail at this very critical 
Juncture on the lower Rhine, ſhe would 
put it out of their Power to be of any great 
uſe to the Allies of the Court of Vienuu. 
Therefore till we ſee an End of the Opera- 
tions of the preſent Winter Campaign in 
the Neighbourhood of Mentz, one can't 
with any Degree of Certainty pronounce 
the Uſefulneſs or Unuſefulneſs oy 0 Mi- 
tred Electors. 
To view the King aof Pruſis in the 
Light I have produced him, his Alliance 
with France would nôt be uſeful to that 
Crown; becauſe it could not be dutable. 
But if we conſider him asa Prince reſolved to 
riſk all to prevent an Tncreaſe of the Power 
of the Houſe of ' Auſtria, we muſt ſuppoſe 
he will religiouſly adhere to the late League 
of Frankfort, afid of Cotiſequenoe be of. 

great Service to France. And ſhould a 
Bread of that Houſe, which has in Turns 
inſulted all the Prinees of the Empire, ſeize 
the King of Pruſſia, and continue upon 
him, I. fear he would encourage the- 

Sweedes o attempt recovering their late 
Poſſeſſions in the Circle bf Lower Saxony. 
And perhaps the Court of Reuſiu might not 
care to give Umbrage to a Prince with 
whom it is in the ſtricteſt Amity and par- e\ 
ticularly, when the Ruſſians have ſo very 
little to fear from the Porte. We 
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n We have hitherto conſidered the Strength 
and Weakneſs of France and her Allies, 
8 but ought we not likewiſe to conſider her 
; Superiority in Cunning and Addreſs? Her 
II Politics © are keen and refined, and her 
d SGStateſmen are no leſs able than faithful. 
it Has ſhe not her Partizans every where? 
z. They are many! with us here in Holland; 


'% and, we are mis-informed or ſhe has an 
n Influence with you in Britain. Should ſhe 
't prove ſucceſsful, it will increaſe-both there 
e and here; for good Fortune mr as! well 
* as the Load-ſtone: 10 

I don't think that the Sis Practices 


© of Franve i in our Provinces would avail her 

© much, but am not quite ſo clear:that' they 

it would not have much more Efficacy in yout 

8] Iflknds,” The Reaſon is obvious; but I am 

0 perſwuded your: Miniſtry have the” Power 

r to prevent all all Effects of French In- 

& trigue d Corruption. If your People be 

& ſatisfiec with their Condition, they will be 
fir united; and are they unahimons, 1 defy all \ 
a the Art and Gold of France to work them | 
8 up to a Rebellion, or to favourian Invaſion, 5 
& Your Miniſters may then, with much | 
n Safety to themſelves, break any Meaſures of 

01 Frunce for diſturbing the domeſtic Qaiet 

0 of their Country, by only abrogating ſuch 

2 few Laws as the People complain of, and 

1 enacting ſuch as may ſecure them agginſt ä 

h ſuch regal or miniſterial een 48 ey? may 

— be apptehenſive o. 

7 Though I don't pretend to u thorough 

e- Kno6wledge of your Conſtitution, yet I think 
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I know ſa much of it as inclines me to 
believe that your Miniſters may permit an 


Inlargement of the popular Power without 


any Danger to the Crown. And therefore 
muſt ſtill ſuppoſe, that the moſt effectual 
Means to prevent the IDefigns of France on 
your domeſtie Tranquillity, is to content your 
People. And ſhould I Ay, that it would 
be the moſt effectual too to reduce the pre- 
ſent Power of that ambitions, deſigning) 
Crown, I don't think I ſhould be much 
miſtaken. ITAL! bs DiHtetLF War Ab n * 111 
The Nature of your Conſtitution ad- 
mits of more Freedom than ours; and by 
Conſequenoe, you may indulge your People 
with leſs Danger than we can. This leads 
mie almoſt ſeceſſarily to conſider a Point 
which I have abways underſtood differently 
from moſt of thoſe I have argued with of 
your Country; It is this g that tho both: 
yon and we are free, yet your Freedom is 
greater and more: extenſise than ours, and 
that by renſon of your Conſtitution. Hor the 
Foundation of ſuck as yburs; a limited 
Monarchy, being firmer and broader than 
4 Demodraey; there is therefore leſs Dan 
ger of ins being ſubverted. I mention this 
only a ſhew;! that I would not adviſe the 
gwing your People Satisfaction in their pre« 
ſent Demands ſuppoſing them not unreaſona - 
ble, unleſs I thonght ĩt might be done with 
Safety tothe Government. 
And now, Sir, after we have examined 
France int her Strength and Weakneſs, how 


would 
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would a prudent Man judge of her? how 
would he conſider her preſent Power com- 
r'd with that of the Powers leagued againſt 
er ? 1 ſhall be extremely glad to hear your 
Sentiments on the Point; and that you 
may oblige me with them the ſooner and 
more willingly, I will tell you mine with 

the utmoſt Candour. , 
The Dangers of the preſent Criſis; in 
fhort, the Ruin in View, ſhould France 
ſucceed in her ambitious Projects, would 
incline me to wiſh taking a fair Fall with 
her, before it ſhould: be ſaid, that ſhe put 
on our Chains without Reſiſtance. But, 


upon the moſt mature Deliberation, I have 


weighed her Power and ours in the Scale 
of my Reaſon, and find we have greatly 


the Advantage. I have compared both 


Alliances with the greateſt Nicety and Cir- 


cumſpection, and think that our Strength 


is greater and will laſt longer. But, Sir, 
had the Odds been againſt us, ought we not 


to rely on the Juſtice of our Cauſe, and 


the Protection of Heaven, in favour of the 
Innocent and Virtuous? 1 ſhould be for 
truſting to Providence and the Chance 'of 
War, even tho I did not think we were 


a Match for the Enemy. But fince we 
have evidently the Advantage on our Side, 


it would be downright Frenay not to ſeie 
Opportunity by the Fore. lock, and check 
the growing Power of a Neighbour, whoſe 
Motto ſhould be circum quærens quem devo- 


rer, inſtead of all thoſe vam and-ſuperbe 


Mot- 
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Mottoes invented by Leis 14th's Flatterers, 


I confeſs that the. approaching Election 
of an Emperor, as it furniſhes France with 
a favourable Opportunity of ſowing the 
Seeds of Jealouſy, Envy, and Diſcord in the 
Empire, gives her ſome, Advantage over us, 
at leaſt on that Side. And which is hill 
worſe, though we ſee the Danger, I can't 
contrive how it can be well avoided. 
As your Monarch's religious Principles, 
and perhaps his peculiar Eltern for the 
Crown he wears, leave us no Hopes that he 
ſo much as ever thought of the Imperial, we 
muſt neceſſarily ſupport the Pretenſions of 
either the Elector of Saxony or Grand Duke. 
And there are almoſt +, AK Difficul- 
tſes in the Way of either of theſe Candi- 
dates to the Imperial Throne. By the Ele- 
vation of the Grand Duke, the Power of 
the Houfe of Auſtria would be beſt preſerv- 
ed; and that is the very Reaſon why mo 
of the Members of the Germanic Bod) 
would oppoſe him, We, that is, the Marj- 
time Powers, might wiſh that ancient Houſe 
eſtabliſh'd in all its Power and Splendoi; 
but the Thing is impracticable without the 
Concurrence of thoſe who dread its growing 
great, or even remaining as powerful as it 
18. Let us ſee how it ſtands in regard to 
the-other Candidate, 
The Princes of the Empire, except per- 
Hays the Pruſſian, who might ſee with Un- 


eaſineſs a Diadem of more Luſtre than his 


b Bi-gwlh 4. £37 0 . NN 
own juſt at his Noſe, would concur in the 


Elec- 


8 
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Election c prefent King of Poland. 

the of Saxony is the beſt be- 
bel of-eny in the 0 8 But are we 


we _ as lite to = air Au he could 
wear both at once. The Poles are too jea- 
lous a Nation to ſuffer it, and their preſent 
King too wiſe to deſtroy all Hopes of ren- 
derin > Crown of Poland hereditary in 
his Hoy 

* 


, the King of Poland may 
Gal rowngo his Son;'Tis true, he 

1 but i is 15 ſure the Poles will elect the 

Son a an Emperor, whoſe Power of in- 

fringing on their Liberties, they may juſtly 

dread? Be would not ſuch a Step give 

the Gallic N. 2 5 Would France 


ſit ſtill, and Stani claus alive, when fo fair 
an Opportunity ſhould offer as 3 new Elec- 
tian in Poland, which, probably would be 


. pion by. Pruſſia, and erhaps by Ruffia 


Sweden, in favour of her Creature ? 
No Sir, the Riſk would be too great; 
. therefore our Difficulty is the greater, 

t both thoſe Princes whom we would 
ſupport at the enſuing Election, are the un- 
likelieſt to ſucceed. The private Intereſt of 
each of the Members of the Germanic 
727 obſtructs the Elevation of the Grand 
Duke ; and the immediate Intereſt of the 
Elector of Saxony and his Children in re- 


L reit to Poland. * any ambitious * 
1 | 
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he may have to be Head of the Empire. 


Here is the Dilemma we lie under; and I 
am not aſhamed to own, that I can't ſee 
how we can well. get over it. But upon 


ſecond Thought, I think there is one Expedi- 


ent left, which if it have the Approbation 
of your Court, could not fail of ſettling the 
Peace of the Empire, and even that of all 
Europe. . 1 ie 

Perhaps you may think me not ſo much in 
Earneſt as the Subject requires in the Pro- 


poſal Iam to make of a Candidate for the 
pen Throne, ſince there are inſurmoun- 


table Difficulties in the Way of thoſe two 


juſt mention d. But I fincerely own to 
you, that I ſcarce ſee any other Choice we 
can make that promiſes lefs Danger and Ob. 
ſtruction, or is more likely to ſucceed to the 


Inclination of the Majority of the Electors. 
As I look upon Religion to be out of the 


Caſe, becauſe no Chriſtian Syſtem is pre- 


cluded by thoſe Conſtitutions of the Empire 
which ſettle the Qualifications of an Em- 


peror, I don't fee that being of the reform- 


ed Religion, . ſhould obſtruct the Promo< 


tion of a Prince of that Perſwaſion. There. 


fore, whether his Prufian Majeſty would 
continue or change his Tenets of Religion, 
J don't ſee any Prince more likely to anſwer 
the Views of all who wiſh well to Germany 


and to general Freedom, and of ſuch par- 
ticularly as would: wiſh to fee the Inſolence 
and Power of France reduced. 


But 


1 
{ 
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- But you are to underftand that T would 
have that Prince obliged to the Maritime 
Powers for his Elevation; and I think it 
won't be deny'd that England and Holland 


have at this Time, Weight enough to fill the 


Imperial Throne. The only Difficulty they 
lie under, is the Choice of a proper Candi- 
date. From what has been obſerved of the 
Obſtructions in the Way of King Auguſtus 
and the Grand Duke, they are out of the 
Queſtion, On whom then, except the 
King of Pruſſia, ſhall we turn our Thoughts 
The Empire probably would willingly caſt 
a longing Eye on your auguſt Monarch, 
but the jewel he wears is too precious to 
be exchang'd for Tinſel; and it is likely 
r Nation, like the Poles, would not reliſh 
ep adding the Imperial to the Regal Crown. 
In good Earneſt then, whom ſhould we 
confer our Favours on but a Prince that has 
Power, and would join us to pull down the 
Pride of our too aſpiring Neighbour ? If we 
give a ſufficient Guarantee to the King of 
Pruſſia with reſpect to Szlefia, and oblige 
him with the Imperial Diadem, he will be- 
come as ſtaunch an Anti- Gauliſt as George II. 
or the Heroine of Hungary. The King of 
Pruſſia is the only Prince in Germany, ex- 
cluding his Britannic Majeſty and the Grand 
Duke, able to ſupport the Grandeur and 
Dignity of the Imperial Crown independent 
of being a Penſioner to ſome foreign Powers. 
+ 0k'S % e 
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This was the Caſe of the late Emperor, and 
muſt be ſo of all ſuch weak needy Princes as 
the Elector of Bavaria and the Palatine. 

The Princes of the Empire would have 
no ſuch Jealouſy of the Houſe of Branden- 
Burgh as they have of that of Auſtria, whoſe 
Dominion they have determin'd to ſhake 
off, having already bore it too long. And 
their Dread of Prufſie would be the lefs, 
that the Court of Vienna is powerful enough 

and would be always willing to curb that of 

Berlin, ſhould it exceed the Bounds of Mo- 
deration. And in regard to Religion, I ſhould 
not doubt that the reform'd would find a 
Protector in his Praſian Majeſty, whether 
he openly retain'd or quitted that Perſuaſion, 
Infomuch, that viewing the Election of that 
Prince in all Lights, I don't ſee any Choice 
we can make liable to ſo few Objections. 
Though the Majority of the Electoral 
Votes ſeems to be on our Side, I can't but 
think However that the Advantage is on 
that of France, with regard to a future 
Election: And the Difficulties we he under 
in relation to the King of Poland and Grand 
Dake, as faggeſted above, is what gives 
her the Aſcendant. France will find her 
Account in either of the young Electors, 
and either will be to the Inclination of all 
the Empire, except the Court of Fienna. 

And ſhould the King of Pruſſia be oblig d 

to France for the Diadem, we would have 

reaſon to repent our not being beforchand 
with her, What 


| (53) 
What J inſinuate concerning the King 
of Pruſſia is by way of Hint thrown out 
for either your Reflection or Amuſement, 
as you and your Friends on that fide the 
Water may be diſpoſed. Let me fay, how- 
ever, that the Thought employs more of 
our prolific Brains here than you would 
imagine, though it may ſeem that it would 
not be our Intereſt to render the King of 
Pruſſia more Powerful than he is. But 
the Queſtion ſeems to me to be, not whe- 
ther we ſhould wiſh him more or leſs Pow- 
erful; but whether being Emperor would 
make him more Potent than he would be 
without that eminent Title. And I don't 
- heſitate to own, that I think the Impe- 
rial Diadem would rather diminiſh than add 
to the Power of his Pruſſian Majeſty, To 
mention no other Reaſon for the Decreaſe 
of that Prince's Power on an Encreaſe of his 
Titles, than the conftant watchful Jealouſy 
of the Germanic Body and of the Court of 
Vienna in particular, it might induce one 
to ſuppoſe, that tho' his Power to do good 
may be enlarged, yet that his Power to do 
Evil or Injuſtice would be curtail'd. 
The principal View of England and Hol- 
land at this Time; ſhould be to take down 
the Pride of their Common Enemy. And 
therefore all our Influence and Addreſs 
ſhould be employ'd; not to gratify this or 
that Prince or Court in the 1 10 an 
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Emperor, but to promote the Deſign in 
View. France is Powerful of herſelf, but 
more ſo by her Alliances. The King of 
Fruſſia gives her more Weight in the Em- 
pire than all, the reſt of her Allies there,; 
wherefore our chief Buſineſs is to ſtrip her 
of that Prop as ſoon as we can. The Path to 
that Prince's Heart is plain and ſhort. Tis 
but indulging to his Vanity and he changes 
Sides: And by changing he leaves France 
naked and defcnceleſs....: : 10 0 
„Jon ſce, Sir, the Tendency of all my 
Reaſoning and Politics. France is the hated 
Object; and ſhould. be ſo with all Eugliſt- 
men and Dutchmen:: I think the Juncture 
is favourable for reducing her Power; and 
Jam for ppipoping de other Conſidera- 
tion the better to improve an Opportunity, 
the like of which may never offer again. 
If we can ſettle the Peace of the Empire to 
the good liking. of the Majority of it's 
Members, we. ſhall not ohly wean all the 
Germanic Powers from any Attachment to 
FO but have them join us to pull her 

OWn. So eres never... eg uin 
Therefore, the Election of an Emperor 
is a Matter of the utmoſt Conſequence; 
and much more now, in my Opinion, than 
at the Demiſe of Charles VI. An Alliance, 
againſt France will. be greatly ſtrengthen'd: 
by including the Empire in it; and is the 
Head with us, Ne ſecurely reckon on 


the Friendſhip of the Members, But where 
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ſhall we ſeek that Head butamong theEleors 
and Princes of the Empire? and who among 
them is molt likely and able to aid us againſt 
France, ſuppoſing the Germanic Body 
won't be perſuaded to chuſe the Grand 
Duke, nor the King of Poland perſuaded to 
reſign his regal Crown to run the Riſk of 
being able to place it on the Head of his 
K ͤ ao wee 
Theſe are ſerious Conſiderations in the 
preſent Criſis of Affairs; and the more ne 
reflects on them, the more important they 
ſeem. But are you and we ſteady in that one 
eſſential Point, of circumſcribing the Power 
of France, we ſhall be able jointly, to make 
a Party in the Empire ſtrong enough to 
raiſe any to the — Dignity, whom - 
we ſhall judge moſt likely to aid towards 
the Reducement of France, | * 
Vour Country, Sir, is already embarked 
in the glorious Cauſe of Liberty; and mine 
muſt ſoon openly take pattern by yours. 
In the mean while you have our Wiſhes 
with you, and your Ambaſſador Extraor- 
dinary has ſecured you our Power, We 
ſhall attend you with all our Force, in 
your Journey to the defired Goal, tho we 
ſhan't openly declare againſt France till 
ſhe declares firſt. Let us, in this Inſtance, 
follow your own Example. 
Some think it eligble to poſtpone the E- 
lection of an Emperor; but I think it beſt 
to give France as little Time as 
fl | | * 
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for practiſing her Arts in the Empire. For 
tho you. have providentially £2 her Pri- 
mier Schemiſt i into your Hands, ſhe can ne- 
ver be in want of es, that makes 
it her Study to inveigle and corrupt. The 
arch Tempter has more Belleifle's than one 
among a numerous Band of Courtiers, bred 
up in Art, Diſſimulation, and Intri we. 
Richelieu and Mazarin will always 
Followers in France. And I hope there 
never will be wanting a Set op Engliſh and 
Dutch Patriots, RE eir Wiſ- 
dom and Virtue to the Wi les "and Doub- 
Jing s of Gallic Stateſmen, I am ſure) 
will never want ſuch while My Lord Ce 

ter field lives ; and tho we. have nat his 

452 for. Parts and Talents, I hope we have 
9 among us who are 5 o leſt Honeſt and 
Upright, and who loath French Craft and 
Chains no leſs than his Lordſhip. , :. 
| You ſee, Sir, by the Length of this * 
piſtle, my Willingneſs to oblige you. Lou 
would know from me how Kin and O- 
pinĩons ſtood with us here, ſince the Arrival 
of your Ambaſſador, and I have given yoy 
the pelt Informations I was able to collect, 
with the utmoſt Candour. If they don t 
contribute to your Inſtruction, chen. may 
to your Amuſement ; and 1 ſhall think my 
Pains amply recompenc'd, if my Letter but 
help ta make l forget for an Hour, 
8 afflicting Di * hat has long bern 
you Companies. | 3 a 
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